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From online reviews: “What a wonderful way to learn about art and history!”
Great art comes from real people living real lives. In his popular Art+History series, Paul Glenshaw brings his
audience though space and time to revisit vibrant moments in history when iconic works were created,
whether it’s Second Empire Paris, Boston in the American Revolution, or medieval Calais.

Left: Detail from Manet’s The Railway (National Gallery of Art)

Right: Google Earth satellite image with archival maps showing growth of Paris in the 19th Century

“I can't wait to be part of another of Paul's presentations because they really make me feel
I am a part of what is happening!”
The immersive presentations are more like live documentaries than lectures. They're designed especially for
the online experience, with extensive use of Google Earth seamlessly integrated with archival maps, images,
and dramatic footage to put the viewer right in the action.

Left: Augustus Saint-Gaudens’ The Shaw Memorial

Right: Storming Fort Wagner, c.1890 (Library of Congress)

“Art+History exponentially enhances my understanding and appreciation of the works discussed.”
Meet artists like Manet, Rodin, Sargent, Delacroix, Eakins and Saint-Gaudens and discover how the arc of
their lives intersected with the history they were to immortalize. See how pivotal historical events came to
be—wars, revolutions, and other huge changes in society—and meet the artworks’ characters, whether heroic,
tragic, or reflections of ordinary citizens. Taken together, we discover the artworks’ impact they had on their
own time, and the future we inhabit.

Contact Paul Glenshaw: paul@glenshawcreative.com • (301) 512-3321
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The epic story of John Singleton Copley's Watson and the Shark spans the
globe from Havana to Boston to London; from before the Revolution
through Copley's involvement in the Boston Tea Party, to life as an expatriate in London. Explore the interwoven stories of Copley and Watson: from
their lives as children in Boston Harbor, to the commission by Watson (later
Lord Mayor of London) of the painting which made Copley's reputation.

This icon needs no introduction—or does it? Actually inspired by revolution
sweeping Germany in 1848, Emanuel Leutze created the work in Dusseldorf
to inspire his countrymen. The painting in the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York is not the original, but a copy! Come discover how the story of
Washington’s surprise 1776 attack on German soldiers in New Jersey
became an encouragement for German revolutionaries over 75 years later!
(Available after April 20, 2021)

Holding a bloody scalpel in his bare hand, the dramatically lit surgeon turns
from his patient’s incision to lecture his students. The patient’s mother
recoils in horror. Thomas Eakins’ masterpiece was created to celebrate Dr.
Samuel Gross, the greatest surgeon in the United States. Eakins bet his
young career on it. But 10 years after the Civil War, why was his painting
shunted away in a corner of the Philadelphia Centennial Exposition of 1876?

The African-American soldiers of the Massachusetts 54th infantry stride
confidently toward battle with their commander, Colonel Robert Gould
Shaw. Shaw and almost half his men would be killed at Fort Wagner, South
Carolina. What brought them together? How did brash New Yorker
Augustus Saint-Gaudens come to create the sculpture? Why did it take him
14 years to complete? Why does it remain a unique Civil War memorial?

The blinded British “Tommies” grope their way through a sea of wounded
men toward help after a gas attack in WWI. How did Sargent, the most celebrated society portraitist of his time, find himself witnessing this moment on
the Western Front? What propelled him to create this mural-sized painting?
Discover how the forces of the first industrial war shattered the polite
society he’d known his entire life.
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Why was journalist and politician Jean-Paul Marat assassinated in his
bathtub in 1793? Why would a young woman from an impoverished noble
family work her way into his home and kill him? How did Marat rise to prominence in the Revolution? Why did David choose to create the painting?
We’ll explore the intersections of these lives in the tumult of the French
Revolution, and the lasting appeal of this extraordinary painting.
(Available after May 20, 2021)

The ill-fated and horrific journey of the shipwreck survivors of the frigate
Medusa shocked the French public and brought condemnation on the
restored Bourbon monarchy. But telling the story through an epic painting
also brought meaning and purpose to the artist’s life. It transformed him
from a well-to-do playboy into a painter who would go to extremes to
discover the truth of his subject, no matter how difficult.

Delacroix’s commemoration of the 1830 July Revolution has become an icon
of the French Republic. He revolutionized romantic painting but was
actually born into the upper French society, and favored subjects rooted in
literature, history, and religion. He witnessed the Le Trois Glorieuse firsthand, at first with fear. What caused French citizens across classes to rise up
against King Charles X? And how was Delacroix transformed?

A fashionable young woman, a girl, a fence and a plume of steam. This placid
scene of then-modern Paris was a dramatic response to the radical, violent
transformation of the city and its society, which Manet experienced as he
grew up in Paris. The Railway was painted only three years after the disastrous Franco-Prussian War and bloody Commune nearly destroyed the city.
Manet shows us the Paris that emerged—right in his own neighborhood.

Six massive figures turn and twist among themselves. Barefoot and clad in
long draping shirts,holding massive keys, their faces depict stages of
courage and despair. Why did August Rodin take on the creation of a
monument to these French town leaders, who offered themselves in sacrifice
to the English almost 550 years before? What did Rodin do that was such a
departure from conventional memorials to national heroes?

